Morning service: Holy Communion

Collect for today
Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus
revealed him to be your Son,
anointing him with the Holy Spirit:
grant that we who are born again by water and the Spirit
may rejoice to be called your children;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Readings for this morning
1 Samuel 3: 1—10
(page 267 in the OT of the Church Bibles)
Read by Don Barwick

John 1: 43—51
(page 118 in the NT of the Church Bibles)

The Eucharist this morning is led by Rev Vincent Gardner
Prayers are led by Richard Croft

Songs and Hymns for this morning

I heard the voice of Jesus say
Jesus, be the centre
I cannot tell why He, whom angels worship

Take, O take me as I am
Such love, pure as the whitest snow

To God be the glory!

Communion
All are invited to come for communion and prayer.
The wine used in the celebration is Fairtrade and we also
have gluten-free communion wafers available.

If you do not wish to take communion,
please come for prayer.

If you have any particular need, problem or prayer request
please speak to a member of the clergy after the service.

Offset your Carbon Emissions by helping
Newtown School

Newtown School is one of the pilot schools for a scheme to

put pv panels on their roof. This is really important to teach
the children about renewable energy, enable them to feel part
of the solution to increasing carbon levels and for the school

to face rising fuel costs. But they need our help. You can
either go to http://www.solarschools.org.uk/newtown/ and
donate directly or see Jo Laynesmith or Hugh Fisher to
contribute to a church donation - the church's name will then
appear on their website as a donor.

Solar Schools Clutter Sale
Please help raise funds for Newtown School and
New Christ Church School (which James and Matthew attend)
by bringing in unwanted Christmas presents, DVDs, books etc
(nothing electrical) on Sunday 22nd January for the
Exclaimers' clutter sale. Then bring in lots of money to spend
as if there is a tomorrow on the day itself! Any unsold goods
will be donated to the Communicare shop.

Christmas Tree Recycling
Between 3rd and 31st January Christmas trees can be recycled
at the following places: Mapledurham playing fields,
Clayfield Copse, Kensington Road Recreation ground,
Meadway Recreation ground, main car park Prospect Park,
Whitley Wood park car park and Palmer Park Sports Stadium
car park. Alternatively, they can be cut up and put in green
bins or taken to the household waste recycling centre.

Children's Work
Would you like to be involved with youth/children's work at
St John's? All of the Sunday morning groups need more

volunteers for helping or leading sessions. Whether you can

only offer one Sunday a term or would like to be involved

twice a month we can find a role for you!

Please see Judy Fisher and Hilary May (for 3-6 year olds),
Jo Laynesmith (for 7-11 year olds) or Chris and Carol Meunier
(for 11+).

Green tip
Christmas Cards can be recycled at Marks & Spencer to raise
funds for the Woodland Trust.

Evening service: Sacred Space

This evening at 6.30 we will share with Robyn Appleton, a local
artist, with an interactive installation that she has done as part
of her MA in Art. This will help us to think about who we are
and who God is. All welcome.
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LENT 2012
22 February to 7 April

www.tearfund.org/carbonfast

fearfund

Lent Carbon Fast
Rosemary has put a copy of TEARFund'’s 2012 Lent Carbon
Fast on the top of the Traidcraft Stall. Lent starts on

22" February. If you might like to use this throughout lent,

please have a peep and ask Rosemary to order you a copy.
Through the 6 weeks there is a daily action and prayer to help

us care for God’s creation and protect the poorest from the
changing climate. It covers ‘enjoying creation’, *caring for the
earth’, ‘loving your neighbour’, ‘acting justly’, ‘walking humbly’

and ‘living contentedly’!

Mission Moments:
A weekly info spot to let you know where
St John’s is involved (and where 22% of our
general giving goes). Today we feature....

Reading Churches Campaigning

Network is led by Hamish Preston
and replaces the Jubilee debt
Campaign. Our church membership
fee of this group is paid by the

Mission budget — as we believe the
fight against injustice is important




Happy Birthday to ...

Bridget Barwick on Monday;
Zach Morris on Tuesday

Please pray for:

o Continue to pray for Steve and for Norma as she
cares for him.

e Pray for Tim Beck who has moved to Leicester for
recovery.

o For the cafe as we continue to grow and welcome
new children and parents.

o Helen Major recovering at home.

e For Adrian Simmonds undergoing treatment and
for Stella as she cares for him.

e Patrick and his mother following the death of
Patrick’s father.

® Marcia, from the cafe, who is unwell at the
moment and has been for a while.

e Family and friends of Tony Allen (brother of
Maureen Stevens) who died over Christmas.

e Hugh Fisher who has a serious eye infection.

Items for prayer and notices
Please give any items for prayer or notices to Linda
before 9 am on Wednesday by administrator’s
pigeon hole, e-mail, or phone.

Church Diary

Sun 15Jan 10.30 am Holy Communion
6.30 pm Sacred Space

Mon 16 10am-12md English Class (Parish Centre)
1-3 pm Monday Monsters (Parish Centre)
8.30 pm Contemplative prayer at the Ripleys’
Tues 17 10.30 am Newtown Lunch Club (Parish Centre)
7.30 pm Prospects (Parish Centre)
Wed 18 1.30-3.30 pm Oasis (Parish Centre)
6-9 pm Cubs and Scouts (Hall/Parish Centre)

Thurs 19 10.45 am Holy Communion (Parish Centre)
11.15 am Coffee morning (Parish Centre)

Fri 20

Sat 21

Sun 22 10.30 am Holy Communion
1-5 pm Contact Centre
6.30 pm Evening Prayer

Small Groups

Contemplative Prayer (Ripleys) .... 961 3034 Mon 8.30 pm

Oasis (Bridget Barwick) .............. 966 9735 Wed 1.30 pm
20s-30s Group (Helen Whitall) .... Helen_e_white@yahoo.co.uk
Wed 7.30 pm
Sue and Hamish Bruce .............. 966 5925 Wed 8 pm
Ali and Pete Marshall 966 8794 Thurs 8 pm
Richard and Rosemary Croft ...... 926 0672 Thurs 8 pm
Jeremy and Rachel Thake ......... 987 1288 Thurs 8.30 pm
Judith Lawrence ..........coeeeeinne 954 1332 Thurs 7.30 pm

You are welcome to join with any group—please speak to contact/leader

Vicar:| Vincent Gardner
(07901 737649)
Community Minister:| Suzanne Knight
(0118 967 5645)
Minister:| Ali Marshall
(0118 966 8794)
Administrator:| Linda Wagner
(0118 926 3633)

The church office is open on Monday, Wednesday and
Thursday, approximately 8.30 am—1.30 pm.
Any bookings should be made through the office please.
121-147 Orts Road Reading RG1 3IN
0118 926 3633
e-mail: stjohns@readingchurches.org.uk
http://stjohnandstephen.co.uk
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To know Christ and to
imake Him known

Sunday 15 January
Season of Light 1

Don't rush away! Please feel free to

join us after the morning service for a

cup of coffee or tea. We look forward
E to your company.

8 January: Chris Jupp and friends

15 January: Mark and Monika Ripley’s group

The link person from the Welcome Team today is
Anna Duffus




